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Public  Health  Dept. 
'■//iU^ISLDS , HERTFORD 


l6th  -.ugust,  1972. 


Dear  Sir, 

Unfortunately  there  was  one  oraission  and  one 
tnal-aligmnent  in  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  Hertford 
Rural  District  for  1971 » recently  sent  to  you. 

I shall  be  pleased  if  you  will  add  on  Page  9 (iv) 
Meals  on  b'heels  ...  after  Birch  Green  - Datchworth. 


The  Table  on  Page  4 has  been  reproduced  as  under  and 
I shall  be  pleased  if  you  will  substitute  this  for  the  incorr<y^ 
one.  #1  ■ \ 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.E.  GILBY 

Senior  Health  Inspector 


DEATHS 


Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1,000  home  population 

(Local  Adjusted  Rate) 


7.8 


(9o5) 


/urea  Comparability  Factor  for  Deaths 


1.20  (1.20) 


Number  of  Deaths 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 
Number  of  Deaths  under  4 weeks  of  age 

Number  of  Deaths  under  1 week  of  age 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  4 (6) 


Males  Females  TOT/X 

46  36  82 
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HERTFORD  RUR/i  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT  OF  THE  MSDIC;j:i  OFFICER  OF  HS/JLTH 
FOR  THE  YE/iR  1971 

PREFACE 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  iumual  Report  on  the  health 
of  your  district  for  1971 » 

Once  again  the  health  of  the  commvinity  remains  at  a very  high 
level.  The  vital  statistics  compare  favourably  vvith  the  previous 
year's  and  with  those  for  England  and  \7ales«  The  infant  mortality 
rate  was  4 per  thousand  related  live  births,  compared  with  the 
figure  of  6 for  1970,  There  were  3 stillbirths  last  year 
compared  with  none  in  1970. 

Last  year  was  free  from  attacks  of  food  poisoning  in  schools 
in  sharp  contrast  to  the  2 outbreaks  reported  in  1970. 

Examination  of  the  Breakdown  /oialysis  of  causes  of  death, 
showed  that  Cancer  of  the  Lung  caused  the  death  of  4 males  and 
1 female  compared  with  5 males  and  1 female  in  1970.  This  small 
improving  trend  since  the  report  of  the  death  of  7 males  and 
1 female  in  1969  is  encouraging,  but  the  deaths  of  1 male  in  the 
age  group  35  - 44  and  1 female  in  the. age  group  43  - 54  is  greatly 
to  be  regretted.  /iS  I have  reported  on  previous  occasions,  no  one 
can  be  in  doubt  any  longer  of  the  relationship  between  this 
disease  and  ci  arette  smoking.  All  those  working  in  the  field  of 
Health  Education  agree  that  it  is  better,  and  probably  easier,  to 
persuade  young  people  not  to  start  smoking  than  to  try  to  help  those 
who  are  already  addicted  to  stop.  At  the  Second  World  Conference 
on  Smoking  and  Health  in  October  in  London  I read  a paper  on  the 
methods  of  smoking  control  amongst  school  children. 

Once  again  I would  like  to  place  on  record  the  ready  assistance 
and  helpful  guidance  given  to  me  by  the  Senior  Health  Inspector, 

Mr.  H.S.  Gilby  and  the  Deputy  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  J.  J^artindale 
during  the  year,  I am  most  grateful  to  them. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  de  Bee  Turtle 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1 


PUBLIC  HE;JLTH  DEP/iRTMENT.. 


st;jt 


MEDIC/X  OFFICER  OF  HE/iLTH  * 

Surg.  Capto  P.  de  Bee  Turtle,  V.R.Do,  M.Ao , B.M.B.Ch., 

M.R.C.G.P. , M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. , 
D.P.H. 

DEPUTY  (P;j^T-TIi^)  MEDIC/X  OFFICER  OF  HE/iLTH 

John  V,  Earle,  M.Ao,  M.B, , B.Ch.,  D.P.H.,  D.I.H. 

HEALTH  INSPECTORS 

Senior  Health  Inspector  (and  Surveyor) 

H.E.  GILBY,  Hon.  F.R.S.H.,  Hon.  F.A.P.H.u.,  F.A.P.H.I., 
F.I.P.H.E. 

Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.  Board. 

Certificate  for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Deputy  Health  Inspector 
J.  M/iRTIND/Jjj],  F.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.  Board 
Certificate  for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Health  Department  Council  Offices,  Wallfields,  Pegs  Lane, 

Hertford.  Telephone  Hertford  3OO6  (4  lines) 

CLERIC/X  DUTIES  IN  THE  HE/XTH  DEPi'J?TMENT  WERE  C/iRRIED  OUT  BY 
Mrs.  B.  Wilkinson  and  Mrs,  K.  Cooper 


PUBLIC  HE;J.TH  COiMITTEE 

Public  Health  matters  were  dealt  with  by  the  General  Purposes 
Committee,  the  Chairman  of  which  for  the  Session  197'1/72  was 
Councillor,  Mr.  Nigel  Bowyer. 

Sub-standard  housing  was  dealt  with  by  the  Housing  Committee, 
the  Chairman  of  which  for  the  Session  197V72  was  Councillor 
Mr.  F.J.  Redman. 
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SECTION  A 


VIT/J.  STATISTICS  im  GEI^RAL  STi.TISTICS  1971 

(Figures  for  1970  are  shown  in  brackets) 


T;3LE  1 


popul.;tion 

Estimated  Mid-Year  Population  of  Hertford  Rural  District 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  12,610  (12,010) 


Total  increase 

600 

GENER/J.  STATISTICS 

* 

/area  in  acres 

31,7^3 

Number  of  Occupied  Properties  according  to  rate  books 


4,068 

Number  of  properties  per  acre 

• • o 

0.12 

Number  of  persons  per  acre 

• • o 

0.39 

Number  of  persons  per  house 

• • • 

3.09 

Rateable  value  of  District 

• • • 

£496,047 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

o • • 

£5,i60 
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SECTION  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS  /Jfl)  GENER/X  STATISTICS  1971 

(Figures  for  1970  are  shown  in  brackets) 


T/kBLE  2 


BIRTHS 


Standardised  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1«000  home  population 


(Local  Adjusted  Rate) 
/irea  Comparability  Factor  for  Births 
Number  of  Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage 
of  all  live  births  5 

Number  of  Stillbirths 


16.4 

1.06 

Males  Females 


92 

90 

2 


103 

96 

7 


Stillbirths  per  1,000  live  and 

stillbirths  15 


DEATHS 


Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1,000  hon^e  population 

(Local  Adjusted  Rate) 

Area  Comparability  Factor  for  Deaths 


7.8  (9 

1.20  (1 


Number  of  Deaths 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

Number  of  Deaths  under  4 weeks  of  age 

Number  of  Deaths  under  1 week  of  age 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  4 (6) 


Males  Females 

46  36 

1 


(14.0) 

( 1.06) 

TOTAL 

195 

186 

9 

3 


.5) 

.20) 

T0T/>L 

82 

1 


- 4 - 


PREV/vLENCE  OF,  /^ND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISE/lSES 
Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  1971 


' 

Disease 

All  Ages 

1 - 

5 - 

15  - 24 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

- 

Measles 

3 

1 

2 

- 

Hepatitis 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Salmonella  Typhiraurium 

1 

Incidence  of  Diseases  during  the  different  months 


Disease 

Month 

No.  of  Cases 

Scarlet  Fever 

May 

1 

October 

1 

Measles 

July 

3 

Hepat it is 

January 

1 

Salmonella  Typhimurium 

June 

1 

of  Diseases  amongst  the 

different  Parishes 

during  1971 

Parish 

Disease 

No,  of  Cases 

/tston 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Hepatitis 

1 

Brickendon 

Salmonella  Typhim\irium  1 

Datchworth 

Measles 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Little  Arawell 

Measles 

1 

Stapleford 

Measles 

1 

TUBE 

RCULOSIS 

The  following  is  a Summary  of  Tuberculosis  Notifications  etc 

during  1971 


There  v;ere  no  new  cases  and  the  year  commenced  and  ended  with 


51  cases  on  the  register 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

26 

3 

Females 

16 

6 
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BRE/Ja}OV/N  ;*N/JjYSIS  of  causes  of  death 


Sex  i 

1 

1 

4 

} 

! 

45-  i 
54 

i 

65- 

74 

Cause  of  Death 

' 

iill  wks  & ; 

i\ges  {under  1 J 

5-  ! 

14  124  1 

35- t 
44  I 

I 

55-1 
64  1 

75 

+ 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal 
Cavity  etc. 

• 

T 

^ * 

1 { 

♦ 

! 

i 

_ I 

! 

I 

! 

i 

- I 

J 

“ 

t 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

F 

1 

- 

( 

1 

- 

- 

- 

' 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung, 
Bronchus 

M 

4 

. i 

1 

3 

F 

1 

! 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

M 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

* 

1 

- 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

M 

7 

- 

- 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

F 

1 

- 

\ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous 

M 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- 

System 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Chronic  Rheiimatic  Heart 

M 

2 

- 

— 

2 

Disease 

F 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Hypertensive  Disease 

M 

1 

— 

- 

> 

1 

- 

F 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

M 

13 

- 

- 

1 

2 

5 

3 

2 

F 

9 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

6 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

M 

1 

- 

- 

1 

F 

1 

” 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

M 

3 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

2 

1 

F 

5 

_ 

- 

' - 

- 

2 

1 

2 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

1 

. 

— 

- 

1 

Circulatory  System 

F 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

M 

4 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

F 

5 

- 

- 

! '' 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Ksthma 

M 

1 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Intestinal  Obstruction 

F 

1 

* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

and  Hernia 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

M 

1 

— 

i 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive 

M 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

System 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

M 

2 

i 

" 

2 

Other  Diseases,  Genito- 

Y 

1 

- 

- 

I 

I - 

I 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Urinary  System 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal 

1 

_ 

I 

! » 

i 

“ 

1 

System 

111  Defined  Conditions 

r 

1 

- 

• 

\ 

I 

|- 

‘ 

- 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 M 

1 

- 

1 

i * 

- 

- 

- 

All  Other  Accidents 

i M 

i 

1 

1 

- 

i _ 

“ 

” 

_ i 

1 

All  Other  External  Causes 

M 

- 

“ 

“ 

1 

. i 

I 

F 

! '1 
i 

- 

■■ 

1 

1 

_ 1 

1 

TOT/i  idi  CAUSES 

M 

; 46 

I 

4 

5 

9 

15 

11  j 

F 

t 36 

— 

! 

- 

2 

5 

10 

18  1 

Note ; No  deaths  in  the  Under  4 weeks,  1-4  and  25  - 34  Age  Groups 
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SECTION  B 


The  Coimty  Council  is  responsible  for  the  follov/ing  health  and 
social  services  in  respect  of  which  full  details  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Health  Department  and  Social  Services  Department,  County  Hall, 
Hertford.  : Telephone:  Hertford  4242. 

A. 

HEALTH  SERVICES 

Clinics  which  serve  Hertford  Rural  District 


Health  Centre,  Bull Plain,  Hertford 
Infant  Welfare 

General  Clinic  for  Schoolchildren 
Dental  and  Orthodontic 


Speech  Therapy 

Relaxation  Classes  - Mothercare 


Wednesday  1.45  “ 4.00  p.m. 

3rd  Monday  a.m.  in  each  month 
By  appointment  (Tel;  on 
Monday  9*30  - 12.30 
(Hertford  3259) 

All  day  Friday 
Thursday  4.00  p.m. 

Application  to  Health  Centre, 
Bull  Plain,  Hertford. 


Sole  Farm  Clinic,  Hollybush  School,  Hertford 

Infant  Welfare  Fridays  2.00  - 4.00  p.m. 

Transport  is  available  from  Waterford  and  Bramfield  areas.  Telephone 
Hertford  3711- 


Bengeo  Infants  School  - Health  Annexe  (Hertford  5806) 

Infant  Welfare  Tuesdays  10.00  - 12.00  noon. 

Village  Hall,  Hertford  Heath 

Infant  Welfare  3rd  Tuesday,,  2.30  - 4,00  p.m. 


Memorial  Hall,  Watton-at-Stone 

Infant  Welfare  2nd  & 4th  Wednesdays 

2.30  - 4.00  p.m. 


Village  Hall,  Datchworth 

Infant  Welfare 


1st  Tuesday  2.00  - 4.00  p.m. 


Parochial  Hall,  Benington 

Infant  Welfare  3rd  V/ednesday,  2.30  - 4.30  p.m. 


Village  Hall,  Tewin 

Infant  Welfare  2nd  Monday  2,30  - 4,00  p.m. 

Church  Hall,  Walkern 

Infant  Welfare  ' 1st  Thursday,  2,30  - 4,00  p.m. 

A Family  Planning  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Health  Centre,  Bowling  Road, 

Ware,  on  Monday  and  Thursday  evenings  - 7.00  - 8,30  p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

All  parents  are  advised  to  take  advantage  of  this  service  which  can  be 
obtained  from  their  family  doctors  or  at  any  of  the  Infant.  Welfare 
Centres  mentioned. 
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The  follwing  table  gives  the  latest  recommendations  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer 

6 months 


8 months 


13  months 


15  months 

School  entry 
School  entry 

School  entry 


Care  and  After-Care 
Equipment  can  be  issued  on  loan -to  patients  being  nursed  at  home. 

A Medical  Loan  Department  has  been  established  at  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society,  Baker  Street,  Helpers  are  present  for  distribution 
of  equipment  on  Mondays  to  Fridays  at  9«30  a.m.  - 12.30  p.m.  Monday 
evenings  6-9  p.m,  - Return  of  equipment  only. 

A Cytology  Clinic 

Is  held  at  the  Clinic,  Bull  Plan,  Hertford  on  the  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  for  all  women.  Telephone  Hertford  3597  - Also  3rd 
Wednesday  of  every  2nd  month. 

Treatment  for  V.D. 

Is  available  at  the  following  centres 
Bishop’s  Stortford 

Herts  & Essex  General  Hospital  - Tuesday  9«00  a.m,  - 12,30  p.m. 

(Males  and  Females) 

Hitchin 

Lister  Hospital  Tuesday  1,00  p.m, 

(Males  and  Females) 

St » Albans 

St.  Albans  City  Hospital  Tuesday  4,00  p.m,  and  Thursday 

12.30  p.m,  (Males  and  Females) 

Watford 

Shrodells  Hospital  Monday  and  Wednesday  4 - 6,00  p.m, 

(Saturday  10  a.m,  - 12  noon 
. Males  and  Females) 

Chiropody  Service 

This  service  is  confined  to  the  elderly  (males  aged  sixty-five 
years  and  over;  females  aged  sixty  years  and  over),  the  physically 
handicapped  (those  substantially  and  permanently  handicapped)  and  the 
expectant  mother,  Suoh  persons  must  also  either  be  in  receipt  of 
supplementary  benefit  from  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security, 
or  be  in  similar  financial  circumstances. 


COMBINED  diptheria,  tetanus  and 
whooping  cough. 

POLIOMYELITIS  (ORAL) 

COMBINED  diphtheria,  tetanus  and 
whooping  cough, 

POLIOMYELITIS  (ORAL) 

COMBINED  diphtheria,  tetanus  and 
whooping  cough. 

POLIOMYELITIS  (ORAL) 

MEASUJS 

POLIOMYELITIS  (ORAL) 

COMBINED  diphtheria,  tetanus 

SMALLPOX  re-vaccination 

(one  month  after  other  booster) 
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Chiropody  Service  (contd.) 

Application  forms  are  obtainable  from  chiropodists,  general 
practitioners,  members  of  the  County  nursing  staff  and  social 
work  staff,  and  other  persons  connected  with  the  care  of  the 
elderly  arid  the  physically  handicapped.  Applications  should  be 
submitted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Eligible  persons  receive 
treatment  without  charge. 


B 

SOCIAL  SERVICES 

(i)  Homes  for  Old  People 

Application  for  admission  to  the  County  Council's  Homes  for 
old  people  needing  care  and  attention  should  be  addressed  to 
The  Divisional  Social  Services  Officer,  Westfield,  V/est 
Street,  Hertford  (Telephone  7041). 

(ii)  Home  Help 

Application  for  this  service  should  be  made  to  the  Home 
Help  Organiser,  Health  Centre,  Bull  Plain,  Hertford 
(Telephone  3232),  office  hours  8.30  - 1.00  p.m.  and 
2,00  p.m,  to  5«00  p.m.  Charges  vary  according  to  financial 
circumstances;  applicants  being  assessed  in  accordance  with 
the  County  Council's  assessment  scale. 

(iii)  Old  People's  Welfare 

There  are  several  social  clubs  for  the  elderly  in  the 
district  - The  Hertford  Evergreen  Club  is  held  in  Bircherley 
Street  on  Monday  and  Friday  afternoons  from  3-6  p.m.  The 
Parishes  of  Bayford,  Brickendon,  Datchworth,  Hertford  Heath, 
Staploford  and. V/atton~at -Stone  also  have  their  old  people's 
social  clubs. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Hertfordshire  Old  People's  Welfare 
Council,  The  Old  Forge,  Sawbridgeworth  (Tel:  3278)  will  be 
pleased  to  furnish  details  of  other  clubs  in  the  rural  district, 

( iv)  Meals  on  Wheels 

At  present  hot  meals  are  served  in  the  Bayford,  Birch  Green, 
Hertford  Heath,  Tewin  and  Watton  areas.  Enquiries  should  be 
made  to  Mrs.  Trimm,  W.R.V.S.,  County  Meals  Organiser, 

Baker  Street,  Hertford  (Tele;  3^70) 

(v)  V/elfare  Service  for  the  General  Classes  of  the  Handicapped 
and  Deaf 

Advice  on  the  services  available  for  the  deaf  and  those  persons 
who  are  permanently  and  substantially  handicapped  is  obtainable 
from  the  Divisional  Social  Services  Officer,  V/estfield,  West 
Street,  Hertford  (Tel:  704l) 

(vi)  Welfare  Services  for  the  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted 
Information  on  this  service  may  be  had  from  the  V/elfare 
Officer  for  the  Blind,  2 The  Wash,  Hertford  (Tel;  3201) 

(vii)  Mental  Health 

Arrangements  for  mental  treatment  on  the  recommendation  of 
a Medical  Practitioner  are  made  by  a Social  V/orker,  Social 
Services  Office,  Westfield,  West  Street,  Hertford  (Tel:  704l). 
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(vii)  Mental  Health  (Contd.) 


Help  for  Mentally  Sub-Normal  persons  can  be  obtained  by 
application  to  the  Director  of  Social  Services,  County  Hall, 
Hertford, 

The  Training  Centre  is  run  daily  - Monday  to  Friday  - at 
Geddings,  Pindar  Road,  off  Essex  Road,  Hoddesdon  for  males 
and  females. 

The  centre  is  held  daily  from  9.30  a.m.  to  3»30  p.m,  Mondays 
to  Fridays  and  closes  for  two  weeks  in  the  summer  school 
holiday  period  and  one  week  each  at  Christman,  Whitsun  and 
Autumn  half  term,  in  addition  to  public  holidays. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
REPORT  CF  THE  SENIOR  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1971 

INTRODUCTION 


Though  pressure  of  work  in  the  Health  Department  increased 
during  '197'!  i it  is  considered  that  there  was  no  overall  reduction  in 
the  standard  of  environmental  hygiene  attained  in  previous  years  in 
the  Rural  District. 

The  latter  half  of  the  year  saw  the  last  major  sewerage 
scheme  for  the  district,  that  for  the  Parish  of  Sacombe,  become 
operational,  and  immediate  steps  were  taken  to  persuade  the  various 
property  owners  to  make  use  of  this  new  facility. 

Hoiising  matters  still  occupy  a large  amount  of  the  technical 
officer’s  time,  particularly  with  the  improvement  of  sub-standard 
dwellings.  A more  detailed  account  of  this  work,  together  with  those 
other  important  duties  can  be  found  under  their  respective  headings 
and  also  in  the  Table  showing  the  Development  of  Undertakings  and 
Services  for  the  district. 

V/ATER  SUPPLIES 

The  major  portion  of  the  area  is  served  by  the  Lee  Valley 
Water  Co.,  whilst  in  one  Parish  (Little  /Unwell)  water  is  distributed  by 
the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  from  the  Rye  Common  Well. 

There  are  numerous  small  wells  throughout  the  more  rural  part 
of  the  area  which  provide  water  for  domestic,  agricultural  and  trade 
purposes. 

All  water  provided  to  the  area,  whether  it  be  by  private  or 
public  undertakings,  is  satisfactory  in  both  quality  and  quantity. 

The  following  information  extracted  from  the  /mnual  Reports 
of  the  two  water  undertakings  indicate  the  niunber  and  type  of  samples 
examined  during  the  year. 


Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Samples 

Samples 

Metropolitan  Water  Board 

5 

505 

Lee  Valley  Water  Co. 

12 

289 

17 

794 

During  the  year  7 samples  were  obtained  from  private  supplies, 
all  these,  on  examination,  were  found  to  be  satisfactory, 

SEIVERAGE  & SEV/AGE  DISPQoAL 

The  control  and  maintenance  of  all  sewers,  sewage  disposal 
works,  pumping  stations  etc.  and  ancillary  work  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Health  Department,  and  the  amount  of  time  spent  by  the  officer 
in  the  Department,  though  proportionally  large,  the  effort  was 
worthwhile  as  the  year  under  review  saw  no  serious  problems  in  this 
section  of  the  work. 
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SSl^fERAGE  & SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  (Contd, ) 


i'lS  nentioned  in  the  Introduction  to  this  Section  of  the  Report, 
the  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Sacombe  became  operational  in 
the  latter  half  of  the  year  and  by  the  end  of  the  year,  a total  of 
31  properties  throughout  the  whole  of  the  district  were  connected 
to  the  main  drainage  system  and  a corresponding  humber  of  cesspools 
or  septic  tanks  were  abolished. 

Progress  is  still  being  maintained,  albeit  rather  slower  than 
desired,  in  the  abolition  of  that  anachronism  - the  pail  closet.  A 
total  of  four  of  these  archaic  means  of  sanitation  were  abolished 
during  the  year,  three  as  part  of  the  work  of  improvement  grants; 
financial  assistance  was  given  to  the  one  remaining  under  Section  47 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

The  following  Table  indicates  the  percentage  of  dwellings  in 
each  Parish  connected  to  main  drainage,  as  at  December  1971  •- 


i ! 

t Parish 

1 

No.  of  : 
Houses  j 

Houses  Connected i 
in  current  year  | 

Total 

connected 

Percentage 

/iSTON 

i 

250  1 

i 

7 

198 

79.1% 

B..IFORD 

153 

2 

105 

68,5% 

BENGEO  RUR.'iL 

169 

7 

139  • 

82.2% 

BSNINGTON 

267 

2 

244 

91.7% 

BR;aiFIEII) 

108 

10 

92 

85.18% 

BRICKENDON 

178 

- 

81 

45.5% 

DATCIL/ORTH 

548 

23 

508 

94.5% 

HERTINGFORDBURY 

258 

13 

225 

87.2% 

LITTLE  mmLL 

460 

15 

434 

94.3% 

LITTLE  BERKH^l'iSTED 

185 

- 

75 

40.5% 

SACOiiBE 

77 

31 

'31 

40.2% 

ST/d'LEFORD 

221 

3 

201 

90.9% 

TEV/IN 

447 

5 

376 

84.1^ 

W/iLKERN 

j 339 

5 

270 

79.6% 

WATTON-AT -STONE 

1 

i 624 

i 

1 

f 83 

) 

610 

97.7% 

SEWAGE  DISPOS/J^  WORKS 


There  are  now  Only  4 sewage  disposal  works  in  the  area,  situated  in  the 
Parishes  of  Bengeo  Rural,  Braimfield,  Brickendon  and  Little  Berkhamsted. 

The  sewage  is  treated  at  these  small  works  by  either  horizontal  or 
upward  flow  sedimentation,  through  a .humus  tank,  and  in  one  case  through 
a sand  filter.  The  final  effluent  being  discharged  either  on  land  in 
irrigation  trenches  or  to  a ditch.  The  works  are  the  subject  of 
regular  and  routine  maintenance  and  the  effluent  produced  is  tested  from 
time  to  time  by  a field  testing  outfit. 

A total  of  30  samples  was  taken  from  these  4 works  during  the 
year  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  came  up  to  Royal 
Commission  standard. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 


The  Council  have  included  in  their  maintenance  and  inspections, 
at  the  request  of  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council,  a small  disposal 
works  attached  to  the  Epping  House  School*  The  effluent  from  these 
works  is  regularly  tested  and  found  to  be  satisfactory  at  all  times* 

sewage  pumping  stations 

In  those  parts  of  the  district  which  are  below  the  main  trunk 
sewers,  pumping  stations  have  been  provided  in  various  Parishes  to 
lift  the  sewage  for  discharge*  There  are  now  11  stations  seizing 
7 Parishes  and  visits  are  made  3 times  a week  by  the  maintenance  staff 
to  all  stations  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  out  the  screens  and 
maintaining  the  plant  to  ensure  maximum  efficiency* 

Diiring  the  year  an  agreement  was  made  v;ith  the  Welwyn  Rural 
District  Council  to  receive  the  sewage  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
Parish  of  Datchworth*  This  was  previously  served  by  the  pumping 
station  which  was  first  commissioned  in  1956,  which  discharged  the 
sewage  into  the  Stevenage  trunk  sewer.  Due  to  the  growth  of  the 
Parish  it  was  found  necessary  to  review  this  method  of  discharge  as  the 
present  plant  was  being  increasingly  worked  to  its  maximum  capacity* 

This  agreement  is  now  in  operation  and  the  Datchworth  Green 
Pumping  Station  has  been  dismantled  and  the  valuable  equipment  is 
stored  which  will  be  used  in  another  part  of  the  district* 

There  were  488  visits  made  by  the  Officers  of  the  Department 
dealing  with  all  matters  concerning  sewage  disposal  for  the  whole 
district. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 


During  the  year  this  service  presented  no  serious  problems 
and  continues  to  operate  satisfactory. 

The  additional  new  properties  in  the  various  Parishes  are  not 
at  present  overloading  the  existing  collection  round,  but  it  will  be 
necessary,  in  the  not  too  distant  future,  to  make  a reappraisal  of  the 
work  schedule  in  order  to  take  into  account  the  various  number  of 
dwellings  proposed  and  also  those  in  the  course  of  construction. 

A regular  and  proper  system  of  inspection  and  maintenance  of 
all  vehicles  was  instituted  during  the  year,  this  is  found  to  be 
operating  satisfactorily  and  for  the  first  time  actual  vehicle 
maintenance  costs  can  be  more  easily  separated  from  the  total  cost  of 
the  service. 

The  requirements  of  the  Transport  Act  in  relation  to  the  Plating 
and  Testing  of  certain  vehicles  haS  now  been  extended  to  refuse 
vehicles;  previously,  local  authorities  enjoyed  exemption  from  these 
Regulations.  The  removal  of  this  exemption  will  increase  the  cost  of 
the  service,  and  at  the  same  time  place  more  responsibility  on  the 
officer  organising  its  operation. 

BULKY  REFUSE  COLLECTION 

This  free  service,  provided  for  the  removal  of  the  more 
bulky  items  of  domestic  refuse  from  dwellings,  shows  a marked  increase 
over  the  previous  year* 
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BULKY  REFUSE  COLLECTION  (Contd.) 


There  were  3^3  applications  for  this  service  and  in 
examining  the  statistical  information,  it  is  found  that  a total  of 
1,104  hours,  i,e,  27  days,  were  spent  in  a twelve  month  period  on 
this  worko 

Included  in  these  applications  were  60  requests  for  the 
removal  of  bulky  items,  not  of  a domestic  nature,  and  for  which  a 
charge  is  made. 

The  revenue  received  for  this  work  amounted  to  £13^* 
TRADE  REFUSE 


As  the  majority  of  trade  premises,  especially  shops  etc. 
are  attached  to  dwellings,  the  Council  considers  that  it  would  not 
be  economical  to  institute  a charge  for  the  collection  of  trade 
refuse.  This  refuse  is  collected  during  the  normal  refuse  collection 
round. 

There  are  four  premises,  however,  which  produce  larger 
quantities  of  refuse  than  can  be  handled  during  the  normal  collection 
service,  and  a special  collection  is  made  in  these  cases.  The 
revenue  received  for  this  service  amounted  to  £264.  for  the  year. 

CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT 

The  work  under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  1967  showed  a 
marked  increase  over  the  previous  year,  particularly  in  the  number 
of  visits  made  for  various  purposes  and  also  in  the  number  of 
abandoned  vehicles  removed. 

A total  of  29  vehicles  were  moved, , 12  of  them  being  found 
abandoned  in  various  stages  of  disintegration,  the  remaining  17  being 
removed  by  private  arrangement  on  a rechargeable  basis. 

The  total  cost  of  removing  all  these  vehicles  amounted  to 
£75*  and  120  visits  were  made  for  all  purposes  of  the  Act. 

DEVELOPMEIW  OF  UNDERTAKINGS  AND  SERVICES 

The  following  Table  indicates  the  growth  of  the  District 
and  the  increase  in  the  demand  for  the  Council’s  services 


SERVICE 

31st  March  1952 
being  Datum 
Number 

30th  Sept. 
Number 

1971 

Datum 

Estimated  Population 

8,600 

12,443 

144.68 

Houses  in  District 

SEIVERAGE 

2,562 

4,276 

166.90 

Houses  Connected 

980 

3,524 

358.56 

Staff  Engaged 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

4.18 

4.62 

110.52 

Houses  with  cesspools 

1,155 

640 

55.41 

Loads  of  Sewage  Removed 

1,648 

829 

50.30 

Staff  Engaged 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

2.4 

2.12 

88.33 

(including  bulky  refuse) 
Houses  served  (adjusted  to 
weekly  collection) 

1,276 

(2,552 

fortnightly) 

4,271 

167.35 

Staff  Engaged 

3.27 

8,86 

270.94 
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SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  BY  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  DURING 


THE  YEAR  1971 


Factories  Act  13 


Food  and  Dru^s  Act 

Food  Premises  55 

Housinp;  Acts 

Inspections  and  Interviews  29 

Improvement  Qrants  ( including  revisits ) 271 

Public  Health  Acts 

Complaints  52 

Infectious  Diseases  13 

Refuse  Collection  113 

Sewerage  Control  488 

Water  Supplies  ..•e. oo.. .0000. •.»o*o..aeoa«  15 

Rodent  Control  5 

Civic  Amenities  Act  120 

Building  Regulations  (Drainage  Connections)  etc,  ...  I78 

Miscellaneous,  including  office  interviews  o*. .»••••  356 


Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Details  of  registration  and  licences  in  force  and 
further  particulars  concerning  food  premises  are 
as  follows 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

There  are  31  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice  creamo  No  ice  cream  manufacture  takes  place  in 
the  area. 


Preserved  Food 

(a)  Sausage  Manufacture  2 

(b)  Other  preserved  food  manufacturers  1 

Food  Premises  by  Type  of  Business 

Bakery  with  shops  1 

Butcher  2 

Cafe  2 

Greengrocery  1 

Grocery  and  General  22 

Confectioner  2 

Canteens,  including  school  canteens  21 

Public  Houses  34 

Mineral  Water  Factory 1 

Cold  Store  (Salmon  Processing)  .......... ...........  1 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


The  various  food  premises  in  the  area  received  their  quota 
of  inspections  during  the  year.  In  all  a total  of  55  visits  were 
made  to  these  premises. 

The  year  197'^  saw  the  completion  of  the  refurbishing  and 
part  rebuilding,  of  the  only  food  manufacturing  premises  in  the  area, 
a salmon  processing  factory.  That  delicacy,  smoked  salmon,  is 
produced  at  these  premises,  and  the  whole  process,  including  the 
smoking  of  the  fish,  the  slicing  to  paper  thickness  of  th6  salmon  and 
the  paclcaging  in  cellophane  bags  for  despatch  to  the  trade  is  carried 
on  at  the  premises. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  of  both  the  factory  and  the 
employees  is  first  class  and  though  the  siting  of  the  premises  is  in 
a semi-urban  part  of  the  district , no  complaints  of  odours  from  the 
smoking  chambers  have  been  received, 

FOREIGN  OBJECTS 

There  were  three  complaints  concerning  food  dealt  with 
during  the  year,  one  of  which  resulted  in  a successful  prosecution 
in  the  Magistrates  Court, 

( 1 ) DOUBLE  DEVON  CREAM  The  complainant  produced  a small 
jar  of  Double  Devon  Cream  which  she  had  purchased  in 

a local  store  in  November  197'!.  On  the  outside  label 
a Competition  was  advertised  giving  the  closing  date 
for  entering  the  Competition  as  the  3'lst  January  197'1» 

The  manufacturers  were  called  in  and  it  was  found  that 
the  cream  was  over  10  months  old.  No  further  action 
was  taken  other  than  directing  the  shopkeeper  in  the 
rotation  of  stock. 

(2)  FOREIGN  MATTER  - LAGER  BEER  The  complainant  made  the 
allegation  that  he  purchased  some  draught  lager  beer  from 
a local  public  house,  which  was  flat 'and  contained  foreign 
matter.  Investigations  were  made  and  it  was  found  that 
when  purchasing  the  beer  he  had  provided  his  own  bottles, 
i,e,  lemonade  bottles.  As  there  was  some  doubt  concern- 
ing the  cleanliness  of  the  bottles  and  the  effectiveness 
of  the  stoppers,  no  further  action  was  taken, 

(3)  DIRTY  MILK  BOTTLE  etc,  A complaint  of  a dirty  milk 
bottle  which  also  contained  a foil  cap  was  received 
from  Stapleford  J,M,  School.  The  bottle  was  found  to 
be  dirty  and  the  foil  cap  was  adhering  to  the  base  of 
the  inside  of  the  bottle.  As  this  was  the  second 
complaint  from  the  same  source,  action  was  taken  in  the 
Magistrates  Court,  with  the  result  that  a fine,  of  £10, 
was  imposed  on  the  defendants,  together  with  a £10, 
Advocates  Fee  and  £17®  Witnesses  Fee, 
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HOUSING  ACTS 


During  1971  statistics  show  that  there  has  been  a modest 
increase  in  both  the  number  of  applications  for  the  improvement  of 
substandard  dwellings,  the  number  of  visits  for  the  supervision  of 
such  work  and  for  other  related  matters. 

The  number  of  applications  received  for  Improvement  Grants, 
i.e.  what  was  known  as  a Discretionary  Grant,  amounted  to  19,  the 
total  estimated  cost  of  all  the  work  involved  in  these  applications 
being  £55i068.  and  the  eligible  grant  aided  work  £12,178. 

There  were  16  Improvement  Grants  completed  during  the  year  and 
the  amount  of  grant  monies  paid  to  the  various  owners  was  £7,6^9. 

Applications  for  Standard  Grants  amounted  to  5i  the  total 
estimated  cost  of  the  work  being  £1,35^«  During  the  year  5 Standard 
Grants  were  completed  and  £948.  was  the  amount  of  grant  money  for 
these  completions. 

QUALIFIC/JION  CERTCTICATES 


There  were  7 applications  for  Qualification  Certificates  under 
Section  44  of  the  Housing  Act  1969® 

In  these  cases,  the  dwelling  is  examined  in  detail  and  full 
report  made  before  any  decision  is  taken  to  issue  or  withhold  the 
Certificate, 

In  4 cases.  Certificates  were  issued  immediately  and  at  the 
same  time  the  opportunity  was  taken" to  inform  the  owners  of  minor 
items -of  disrepair.  In  the  remaining  three  cases,  the  Certificates 
were  withheld  until  the  houses  were  brought  up  to  standard. 

A total  number  of  298  visits  were  made  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Housing  Acts. 

UNFIT  PROPERTY 

The  Council,  having  completed  their  demolition  programme  of 
unfit  properties,  there  was  only  one  house  demolished  to  make  way  for 
a small  mount  of  redevelopment  in  one  Parish. 

HOUSING  PROGRESS 


The  following  Table  shows  the  progress  which  has  been  made  with 


new  housing 

During  1971 

Since  1945 

TOTAL 

BY  PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE 

New  dwellings  erected 

107 

1223 

1330 

Conversions  or  adaptations  in 
terms  of  family  units 

Nil 

43 

43 

BY  LOC/i  AUTHORITY 

New  Dv;ellings  erected 

50 

1003 

1053 

BY  OTHER  AUTHORITIES 
(County  Council,  Police, 

Forestry  Commission  etc,) 

Nil 

9 

9 

TOTAL  PROPERTIES  CONTROT.T.ED 

BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

Council  Houses 

1305 

1305 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  amounted  to 
52,  a slight  reduction  over  the  previous  year.  All  complaints  were 
dealt  with  by  informal  action  - either  by  a personal  visit  or  an 
informal  letter.  There  were  no  Statutory  Notices  issued  during  the 
year. 

With  the  completion  of  the  last  major  sewerage  scheme  records 
show  that  during  1971  progress  was  maintained  in  persuading  owners  to 
have  their  premises  connected  to  main  drainage. 

The  latest  survey  indicated  that  there  were  approximately 
53  premises  which  were  able  to  be  connected  but  whose  owners  had  not 
availed  themselves  of  this  facility, 

PREVEIOTIOM  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 

Rodent  control  work  is  still  carried  out  by  a contract  with 
Messrs,  Rentokil  Ltd,,  and  the  following  Table  summarises  the  total 
sxim  of  this  work  during  the  year. 




PREMISES 

Number  of 

Premises 

Type  of  Infestation 

inspected 

Serviced 

Rats 

[Mice . 

insects 

Wasp  Nests 

L.A.  Premises 

40 

40 

40 

- 

- 

- 

Council  Dwellings 

91 

64 

36 

27 

- 

1 

Private  Dwellings 

18 

14 

10 

4 

- ' 

6 

Agricultural  Premises 

3 

3 

3 

- 

- 

Business  Premises 

18 

' 

14 

14 

- 

- 

- 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  8c  RAILV/AY  PREMISES  ACT  I963 
ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  ACT  1971. 


The  year  commenced  with  30  premises  on  the  Register  and 
there  was  an  addition  of  1 new  registration  of  a retail  business. 
However,  during  the  year  there  were  2 deletions,  one  of  which,  a 
retail  business,  reverted  to  a 'man  and  wife'  business.  The  other 
was  a business  being  closed  down  completely.  The  total  number  of 
premises  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  29 « 

Every  effort  was  made  by  the  Inspector  to  make  at  least  one 
inspection  of  each  registered  premises  during  the  year,  unfortunately 
owing  to  pressure  of  work  in  other  directions,  this  target  was  not 
attained  and  26  inspections  were  made.  The  result  of  these 
inspections,  comments  and  contraventions  under  the  main  headings  of 
the  Act  are  as  follows 

CLEANLINESS 


It  was  noticed  that  the  standard  of  cleanliness  in  all 
premises  increased  during  the  year  and  in  only  1 case  was  it 
necessary  to  issue  a verbal  notice  for  the  premises  to  be  decorated, 

OVERCROWDING 


There  were  no  cases  of  overcrowding. 
TEMPERATURE  & VENTILATION 


Heating  facilities  and  temperature  control  were  adequate. 

In  one  case,  an  office,  it  was  noticed  that  in  two  particular 
rooms,  far  from  there  being  a lack  of  heating,  the  temperature 
registered  well  into  the  seventies  making  life  for  the  clerical  staff 
rather  uncomfortable.  It  would  seem  that  these  rooms  were  situated 
over  the  boiler-house  and  received  more  than  their  fair  share  of  heat. 
In  an  attempt  to  alleviate  mattei-s  a request  was  made  for  an  extractor 
fan  to  be  installed  to  increase  the  air  change, 

LIGHTING 


Natural  and  artificial  lighting  was  adequate  to  all  premises, 
SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  AND  WASHING  FACILITIES 


There  were  no  complaints  received  during  the  year  concerning 
the  condition  or  provision  of  these  facilities. 

One  registered  premises  was  extended  by  the  addition  of 
further  rooms  for  offices  and  the  opportunity  was  taken  by  the  owner 
to  provide  additional  sanitary  and  washing  facilities  together  with 
a hot  water  supply, 

FIRST-AID 


One  Notice  was  complied  with  to  provide  a first-aid  box. 
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DANGEROUS  MACHINERY 


During  the  year  one  Notice  was  complied  with  to  provide 
a guard  to  a circular  bacon  slicing  machine. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  ACCIDENTS 


There  was,  once  again,  an  accident  free  year  for  this 

district . 

INFORMATION  TO  EMPLOYEES 

In  3 premises  Abstracts  of  the  Act  were  provided  as  the 
result  of  informal  notices. 

GENERAL 

In  reviewing  the  year’s  work,  although  information  is 
available  to  all  employees,  once  again  we  have  not  received  any 
complaints  about  welfare  provisions,  nor  have  any  enquiries  been 
made  by  employees  in  this  direction.  It  is  to  be  assumed  that 
relations  between  employers  and  their  staff  in  this  area  are  main- 
tained at  a high  level. 
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FACTQRIii^S  ACT  I96I 


Number 

Premises  on 

Register 

(1)  (2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

V/ritten 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3i  ^ 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

23 

13 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworkers  premises) 

TOTAL 

23 

15 

- 
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CASES  IN  VmiCH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


(1) 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

to-  HI''i 
Inspector 
(4) 

by  HM 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.1) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temp- 
erature 
(S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  venti- 
lation 
(S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors 

(S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

Snitary  Convenien- 
ces (So7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No  defect  was  found  but  the  Table  above  is  reproduced  to 
comply  with  Statutory  requirements. 
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P.'IRT  VIII  OF  TPEE  ACT 


OUTWORKERS 
(Sections  133  & 134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature  of  Work 

(1) 

No.  of  out- 
workers in 
August  List 
Required  by 
Section 
(I33(l)(e) 

(2) 

No.  of 
Cases  of 
default 
in  send- 
ing Lists 
to  the 
Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
Lists 

(4) 

No,  of 
instances  ! 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 
Served 
and/ or 
Prose- 
cutions 

(6)  (7) 

Basket  Making 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Wearing ) Making 
apparel)  etc., 
Cleaning  and 
Washing 

5 

/^tificial 

flowers 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Making  of  false 
eyelashes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

5 

- 

- 

- 

23 
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